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smoking ban were approved. She stated that she has chosen to work in the hospitality industry since 
she was 17 years old and wanted to keep her job. 

Louis Barrios representing the San Antonio Restaurant Association thanked the City Council for the 
opportunity to speak. He clarified some of the misunderstandings regarding the views of the San 
Antonio Restaurant Association and noted that the organization had partnered with Metro Health to 
promote healthy living and food safety initiatives. It was noted that the results of a study 
commissioned by the San Antonio Restaurant Association determined that a full smoking ban had no 
economic correlation to the decline of businesses. He stated that small bars and businesses should 
have the ability to develop and expand their business without governmental oversight. 

Ruben Cortez, Vice President of Mi Tierra Cafe Incorporated, stated that he was against the proposed 
smoking ban as it infringed on his personal freedom and would negatively impact his business. Mr. 
Cortez read a letter from Lionel Sosa which stated that individual choices like smoking should not be 
regulated by local government and that a full smoking ban was economically discriminatory to 
minority businesses. 

Hans Nadler from Nadler's Bakery addressed the Council 
Switzerland due to the opportunities that America offered. 
encroaching on individual freedoms and personal choices. 

and noted that he emigrated from 
He noted that the government was 

Lita Salazar, President of San Antonio Restaurant Association, stated that a smoking ban would 
adversely impact bar and restaurant owners as well as result in the City losing tax revenue. She 
highlighted the negative financial impact similar smoking bans had on the economies of Dallas and 
New York. 

Al Perkins stated that he was a Military Veteran against the smoking ban because it infringed on his 
personal freedom. He noted that Council should focus on more important topics. He stated that it was 
ironic that a smoking ban was being proposed despite the revenues generated from the sale of tobacco 
products. 

Bill Johnson, small business owner, stated that a smoking ban would result in the loss of business and 
possible closure. He noted that the studies conducted on second-hand smoke were unsubstantiated. 

Christi Sullivan stated that she was the Manager of several bars throughout the city and that the bar 
owner had tried operating smoke-free bars. However, the decline of business resulted in him having to 
change his stance on smoking. She noted that adults should be able to make choices for themselves. 

Brenda Barry, owner of a local tavern and burger joint, spoke in opposition to the smoking ban. She 
stated that business owners should have the choice to be smoke-free. 

George Todt, small business owner, thanked the Mayor and City Council for the opportunity to speak. 
He stated that he was currently experiencing a decline in business due to the economy and that the 
smoking ban would put him out of business. 

Jennifer Pollock noted her opposition to the smoking ban in bars and pool halls as it infringed on 
personal freedoms. She stated that the smoking ban would result in lost jobs. 
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Mark Sullivan, researcher and inventor, spoke on the creation of the Sustainable Energy Research 
Institute and sustainable energy initiatives. He highlighted several of his inventions that could assist I 
the City with achieving its goal of becoming sustainable. 

Angie McClure, Vice-Chair of Smoke-Free San Antonio, highlighted the plight of her daughter who 
was asthmatic. She stated that the family was limited in the number of places they could attend since 
smoking was allowed. Ms. McClure referenced various sections of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and the requirement of businesses to make reasonable accommodations for disabled individuals. 
She stated that the only way businesses would be able to comply with these requirements was to be 
smoke-free. Lastly, she requested that the City Council put a citizen's right to breathe clean air above 
the right to smoke. 

Richard Perez, President of the Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, and Dr. Brian Herman, 
Chair of Healthcare and BioSciences Committee of the Chamber, spoke in favor of the smoking ban. 
Dr. Herman highlighted the health risks of smoking and the cost associated with smoking related 
health issues. He provided statistics showing the amount of money spent in health care costs. Lastly, 
Dr. Herman stated that the Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce was in support of a state-wide 
ban on smoking. Mr. Perez spoke in favor of strengthening the current ordinance. 

Pilar Oates, Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas, spoke in favor of the smoking ban. She 
highlighted the cost associated with caring for tobacco users and noted that taxpayers would be paying 
for these costs. 

Cam Messina, VOICES for Children of San Antonio, stated that he was in support of smoke-free I 
environments as smoking negatively impacted the health of children. He requested that the City 
Council promote policies that regulate smoking in public places. 

Andreas Laven stated that he was in favor of the smoking ban and would like to see San Antonio 
establish a smoke-free live music venue similar to those in Austin. He noted that as a musician, he 
preferred smoke-free venues. 

Suzanne Lozano of the Smoke Free San Antonio Coalition provided the City Council with 900 petition 
signatures of individuals in favor of strengthening the current smoking ordinance. She addressed the 
serious health issues associated with second-hand smoke and referenced other cities and states that 
were smoke-free. 

Summer Bowen expressed her concern with the possibility of losing her job at Fast Eddie's Billiards if 
the smoking ban were approved. She noted that it was her choice to work in a smoking environment. 

Mark Louis, Owner of Fast Eddie's Billiards, stated that he had experienced smoking bans across the 
state and highlighted the impact of smoking bans to the profitability of his businesses. He noted that 
he could not afford to pay his rent and had to layoff employees. He mentioned that he did not have 
the funds to build a patio and even if he did, the lease agreements on his businesses prohibit said 
action. He added that a total smoking ban would result in him losing approximately $2 million in 
revenue and result in having to close San Antonio billiard halls. 
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Drew Nitsche stated that he was a full-time college student who was fortunate to work in a smoke-free 
restaurant. He noted that many of his friends worked at bars and restaurants that allowed smoking and 
were not in attendance this evening due to fear of losing their job. He spoke of the rights of the 
hospitality workers and encouraged that there be a state-wide ban on smoking in public places. 

Nazirite Ruben Flores Perez asked that the smoking ordinance be modified rather than be made 
stricter. He referenced smoking experiments made on monkeys at Southwest Research and stated that 
individuals need to be protected from second-hand smoke. 

Dr. Carlos Jaen stated that he was in favor of the proposed smoking ordinance revisions and 
highlighted health related implications associated with working in the hospitality industry. 

Dr. Vincent Fonseca spoke in favor of the smoking ban since it would positively impact the hospitality 
industry. He provided statistical data which illustrated that there was no adverse financial impact in 
the Texas Cities that had banned smoking. 

Tracy Holmes-Brazil from the March of Dimes spoke in support of a stronger smoking ordinance. She 
stated that second-hand smoke caused birth defects which resulted in increased hospitalization and 
health related costs. 

Jaime Martinez spoke in support of the proposed resolution by the City regarding immigration policies. 
He requested that the resolution include enforcement mechanisms and encourage peace. Lastly, Mr. 
Martinez requested that the City of San Antonio not patronize Arizona businesses. 

Dr. Juan Flores, Executive Director of La Fea Policy Research and Education Center, stated that he 
was in favor of a stricter smoking ordinance as it would promote the health initiatives that the City was 
proposing. He spoke of the limited employment opportunities for Latinos and stated that hospitality 
workers needed the same protection from work place hazards as white collar workers. 

Amy Jasperson spoke in support of a stronger smoking ban for San Antonio and referenced an article 
which highlighted the number of bartenders and waiters that worked in smoke-free environments. She 
stated that more individuals would frequent restaurants and bars if they were smoke-free. Lastly, she 
noted that San Antonio was the only large Texas City without a comprehensive smoking ordinance. 

Kaye Lucas representing the Harlandale Council of PT As spoke of the health implications associated 
with second-hand smoke. She asked that the City Council vote in favor of a stricter smoking ordinance 
as it would deter youth from smoking while protecting them from second-hand smoke. 

Brenda Perez, Americans for Non-Smoker Rights, spoke of the health issues associated with smoking 
and second-hand smoke. She expressed concern with the stronghold that the tobacco industry has on 
bars and restaurants. 

Esteban Cruz expressed his concern with a meeting held with the San Antonio Restaurant Association, 
noting that the meeting had gotten out of order. 

Tiffany Rumbo, Owner of Club Humidor, expressed opposition to the proposed smoking ordinance 
revisions and requested that the smoking ordinance remain as currently written. She stated that her 
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business would suffer economically since it provided tobacco supplies to many restaurants, bars, and 
golf courses. 

Jacque Petterson of the American Heart Association provided the City Council with a handout that 
noted the health implications associated with smoking. She stated that a smoking ban would result in 
fewer heart attacks. 

Pat Semmes, Olmos Park City Councilmember, spoke in support of the smoking ban and noted that 
Olmos Park did not allow smoking in restaurants. She stated that if it became necessary, she would 
initiate an ordinance outlawing smoking in all public places. 

Courtney Denton read a statement prepared by Sharon Cooper, Dean of the Regional Campus of the 
UT School of Public Health. Ms. Denton referenced studies that show the health risks associated with 
second-hand smoke and show a decline in heart attacks in cities with smoking bans. 

Tuesdae Knight, YMCA Greater San Antonio, spoke in support of the smoking ban. She noted that the 
YMCA did not allow smoking at its facilities or events. 

Dr. Robert Luedecke provided the Council with a first hand account of the ill effects of second-hand 
smoke on the body. He stated that his patients did not have a choice to work in the bars and 
restaurants. 

Russell Hargraves, Store Manager of Club Humidor, expressed concern with statements made by the 

I 

Health Department regarding the smoking ban being good for business. He also expressed dismay I 
with the smoking ban being extended to cigar bars. 

Ed Petrie, Store Manager of Club Humidor, stated that he was opposed to any new regulations to the 
current smoking ordinance due to their negative impact to business. He noted that cigar smoking was a 
personal preference and requested that this preference be protected. 

Tom Masterson stated that he watched his grandmother die of Lung Cancer, however; believed that the 
City was encroaching on the rights of citizens. He stated that the current regulations were reasonable 
and offered adequate protection to non-smokers. 

Artman Bland requested assistance with keeping his home and spoke of the abuse that he was 
encountering at the hands of the Dangerous Structures Determination Board. He asked that City 
Inspectors visit his home to see that he was making the needed repairs. 

Lisa Ellis stated that she had been falsely arrested and had been assigned to a public defender that 
misrepresented her. She spoke of her incarceration and asked that the City Council assist her in 
anyway possible. 

James Martinez, Regional Vice President of the American Lung Association, read an excerpt from the 
acceptance speech of National VFW Commander Gary Kurpius. The Commander stated that older 
generations needed to adapt to the changing world so that the entire military community and their 
families could benefit from VFW Membership. He noted that more families would visit and 
participate in VFW events if facilities were smoke-free. 
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Elizabeth Rosenblum spoke in favor of a stricter smoking ordinance as it would coincide with the 
City's goal of becoming a healthier city. She stated that she had organized a running group with 
residents of the SAMM Shelter with the goal of promoting health and wellness. 

Rick Rosenblum stated that smoking was not a freedom and that businesses did not have the freedom 
to do whatever they wanted. He provided statistics which illustrated that cities and countries have 
thrived despite having smoking bans. He noted that individuals had adapted when drinking laws and 
speed limits changed. 

Rene Trevino, Property Manager, stated that properties have made the required modifications in order 
to adhere to the current smoking ordinance. He asked that the current smoking ordinance remain 
unchanged and expressed concern with the negative financial impact of a smoking ban. 

Jesse Medina, Owner of Cadillac Bar, stated that they had already lost employees and revenue due to 
the challenging economic conditions. He expressed concern that his business would close if the 
smoking ban were approved and asked that the ordinance remain unchanged. 

Mark Perez expressed concern with the health hazards associated with industrial pollution. He noted 
that City Departments were not familiar with detecting said hazards and therefore; did not issue the 
correct permits or enforce city regulations. 

Fidel Castillo, Rudolfo Macias, and Rhett Smith representing Veterans for Immigration Reform 
addressed the City Council and spoke of the importance of immigration reform. Mr. Smith stated that 
it was important to learn other cultures and respecting human rights. He thanked the City Council for 
bringing forward a Resolution regarding immigration. Mr. Castillo thanked the City Council for the 
opportunity to speak and asked that the City Council address the immigration issue as soon as possible. 
Mr. Macias stated that he had submitted a letter to the City Council along with a book regarding 
immigration. Lastly, he requested that the City Council view a website that documented what had 
occurred in Virginia and San Antonio. 

Richard Bunkley representing Blanco Bingo and their property management companies stated that the 
ordinance would devastate the charitable bingo industry like it did in other Texas Cities that had 
banned smoking. He noted that many of the 2,000 Bingo Employees would lose their jobs if the 
smoking ban were approved. He requested that the current ordinance remain in effect as it pertained to 
charitable bingo, especially since the bingo halls had already made the required HV AC modifications. 

Nick Calzoncit read excerpts from a statement released by Dr. Paul Royce and noted that Dr. Royce 
had coordinated an event in opposition to the Arizona Immigration Law. Mr. Calzoncit highlighted the 
increase in crime along the border and anticipated an increase in local crime against immigrants. 

Joel Romo representing the American Heart Association presented the Council with data showing no 
negative financial impact to communities that had implemented smoking bans. He noted that everyone 
has the right to breathe clean air. 

JoAnn Ramon stated that the City Council was not elected to limit individual rights. 
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Richard Ramon stated that it should be left to the business owner to detennine establishment policies. 

Shirley Thompson spoke in opposition to the smoking ban as it would result in the prohibition of other I 
things. She noted that individuals should be able to make decisions for themselves. 

David Denton spoke in support of the smoking ban as he would no longer be exposed to the health 
risks associated with second-hand smoke. He stated that businesses should make reasonable 
accommodations for patrons and workers who prefer a smoke-free environment. 

Claudia Rosas with the American Cancer Society spoke in support of a full smoking ban. She noted 
that the City Council was responsible for promoting public health. 

Dr. Philip Huang spoke in support of the smoking ban. He highlighted short-tenn and long-term 
health risks associated with second-hand smoke and provided statistics showing that individuals 
preferred a smoking ban. Dr. Huang noted that other communities that have smoking bans have not 
seen a decline in the tourism industry and in fact, had fared better economically. 

Melinda Little with Tobacco Free Kids stated that communities with smoking bans had not 
experienced a negative financial impact. It was noted that some communities saw an increase in 
business as a result of the smoking ban. 

Dr. Jeffrey Rosenbloom stated that he was very proud that the City Council was taking a stance against 
smoking in public. He noted that it would be hard to eliminate cancer, especially in children, if 
smoking was allowed in public places. 

Faris Hodge, Jr. stated that he supported the smoking ban as several of his family members have died 
from cancer. He expressed concern that the Council Chambers did not have water sprinklers and noted 
that he would be contacting the State to close the facility. 

Fonner Councilmember Patti Radle presented the City Council with an overview of the ideals 
presented in support and opposition to the smoking ban. She noted that it was irresponsible of 
individuals to believe that they had the right to cause harm to others by their smoke. She stated that 
the smoking ban would result in individuals and businesses becoming more creative. 

Linda Alvarez, bar owner, presented the Council with petitions signed by 156 people in opposition to 
the smoking ban. 

Kris Keller, representing bingo operators, spoke in opposition to the smoking ban. He highlighted 
efforts taken by bingo operators to comply with the current smoking ordinance. He stated that local 
charitable organizations would experience a drop in charitable giving because they are subsidized by 
income generated at bingo halls. He added that they would be forced to layoff employees. 

Gary Johnson representing the San Antonio Restaurant Association asked that the City Council take 
into consideration all of the infonnation presented to them, as they would be accountable to the voters. 
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Bonnie Davis presented the City Council with petition signatures of individuals against the smoking 
ban and noted that she would lose her business if the smoking ban were approved. Lastly, she asked to 
be given the same consideration given to non-smokers. 

Ruben Espronceda, Publisher of the San Antonio Post, stated that said meeting was illegal as the 
Citizens to be Heard portion of the meeting was combined with the Proposed Smoking Ordinance 
Revisions Public Hearing. He expressed concern that his constitutional right to be heard was being 
violated. He noted that the City had not conducted any Public Hearings to address the change in the 
Master Plan for Concepcion Park. 

Byron Delane expressed his concern with the lack of summer employment opportunities for youth. 

Tashala Delane stated that many families depend on their children to earn money during the summer. 
She noted that summer jobs help youth develop skills and become self-sufficient. 

Traci Hunter stated that she understood both sides of the smoking argument; however, she was 
opposed to the smoking ban as individuals make the choice to work in bars. 

Marie Walker, small business owner, stated that she supports a smoking ban and would continue not to 
allow smoking in her establishment. 

Raymond Zavala expressed concern that the City was attempting to regulate smoking but could not 
control other issues like obesity and crime. He stated that the data presented regarding the health 
concerns of smoking were out dated. 

Barbara Hawkins, George Gervin Youth Center, spoke of the importance of the Summer Youth 
Program. She requested assistance from the City due to the cuts in Federal and State Funding, and 
presented a plan to create an effective summer youth program. 

Lloyd Foster expressed concern with youth not having summer jobs and requested assistance from the 
city. 

Reverend Adam Zarb-Cousin, Sr., noted that the community would not immediately see the effects of 
youth not having summer jobs. He asked that the City assist with making jobs available to the youth of 
the community so that crime and violence would not increase. 

Bob Mahan, Executive Director of Smoking and Tobacco Education Campaign, stated that the 
Environmental Protection Agency had declared second-hand smoke a carcinogen. He spoke of the 
health effects associated with second-hand smoke. 

Aileen Matos, President of the San Antonio Association of Occupational Health Nurses, spoke in 
support of the smoking ban. She highlighted health concerns associated with smoking and second­
hand smoke. 

Rodney Mills, Pastor, spoke in support of the smoking ban. He stated that individual freedoms should 
not harm others, especially children. 
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Sharon Francis requested that the City find funding for the Summer Youth Employment Program. 

William Tut of the Urban Leadership Council requested that the City fund the Summer Y buth I 
Employment Program. He provided statistics that showed an increase in crime by youth during the 
summer months. 

Brian Pryor requested that the City redirect funds in order to assist the Summer Youth Employment 
Program. He highlighted the challenges faced by the youth of the East Side. 

John Curtis spoke of the importance of the Summer Youth Employment Programs, noting that jobs 
would deter youth from committing crime and violence. He stated that individuals were being set-up 
for failure due to the lack of viable job opportunities. 

Jena Anaya, small business owner, noted that her business would close and she would be homeless if 
the smoking ban were approved. She stated that she could not afford to add a patio to her bar. 

Eric Bowman requested that the current smoking ordinance remain intact. He noted that smoking was 
a de-stressor for many and that the City Council should not regulate it. 

Tina Baublis spoke against the smoking ban as it would prohibit personal freedoms. She noted that it 
was not the responsibility of the City Council to regulate health. 

Kendall Burleson requested that the City fund the Summer Youth Employment Program. 

Dave Evans spoke on the health issues associated with second-hand smoke. He stated that many of the I 
top 10 healthiest cities have smoking bans in bars and restaurants. 

Kenneth Birkner spoke in favor of a smoke-free environment due to the health implications of 
smoking. He noted that his brother had died from smoking complications and mentioned the great 
amount of money that his brother had spent on cigarettes over the course of his life. 

Keith Hensen spoke against the smoking ban and expressed concern with never-ending rules and 
regulations. 

Dr. Charles LeMaistre, President Emeritus ofMD Anderson, noted that the tobacco industry has never 
refuted the data showing a link between smoking and health problems. He presented the City Council 
with data illustrating the number of deaths attributed to smoking and second-hand smoke, and health 
issues facing smokers and non-smokers. 

Mrs. Vacek noted that Arace1y Torres, Lisa Ayres, Stacy Kemp, Kay Haverlah, Abbey Parker, and 
Annamarie Falvo had submitted written testimonies in favor of the revisions to the Smoking 
OrdinancelBan. 

Mayor Castro closed the Public Hearing. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

I There being no further discussion, Mayor Castro adjourned the meeting at 9:28 pm. 
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Attest: /.J..llLd.J. '-~ ., ~ 
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